As members of the Hughes Baptist Church in Canberra, the Baptist Union of NSW/ACT has drawn our attention to your material relating to the above discussion. From the substantial amount of material available our comments relate only to the following question:
What benefit would there be in federal law prohibiting vilification and harassment on the basis of sexual orientation and sex and/or gender identity?
Our response is prepared against the background of the "vilification" legislation enacted in Victoria and which gave rise to the notable 'two Dannies" case in recent years. Such legislation, without proper safeguards, holds serious dangers for the free expression of ideas and opinion.
The starting point for us as Christians in the face of life styles which are divergent from our own, is one of the kind of love exemplified by Jesus where he reached out and welcomed those considered unsuitable by the respectable people of the day. Again, as He did, we also seek to bring His transforming love to people whatever their lifestyle may be, since all lifestyles, even those considered to be "respectable", are under the judgement of God, and it is the business of the church and individual Christians to make this clear.
Any attempt to restrict the church in carrying out this responsibility or to limit the spread and sharing of the Christian message in the name of whatever benefit may be considered to be important, therefore, must be resisted. Indeed, in many countries attempts to restrict or even eliminate Christians in their efforts to speak and act in conformity with their faith, even in their charitable works, are in full swing, often aided and abetted by the power of the state. We trust that whatever legislative action may be contemplated as a result of this consultation, its outcome will not be simply a subtler version of the same thing.

